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About SheffWHO 
 

 

Model WHO events are educational 

simulations whereby participants recreate 

the process of the annual World Health 

Assembly (WHA) as held at the World Health 

Organization (WHO) Headquarters in 

Geneva. The WHA is the decision-making 

organ of the WHO, in which delegations from 

all WHO Member States attend and direct 

attention to a specific health agenda that has 

been formulated by the Executive Board.  

The WHA does not, however, only focus on 

this specific health agenda. It also takes on 

the following functions: determining the 

organizationès politics; supervising the 

financial policies; reviewing and approving 

programme budgets that have been 

proposed; and appointing the Director-

General to the WHO. Here at SheffWHO, we 

will be offering students, alumni and 

professionals from all disciplines the 

opportunity to convene and engage with an 

important global health topic, embracing the 

role of delegates of the WHA. 

 

 

The second of its kind in the Steel City, 

SheffWHO 2019 will explore the theme 

åNon-Communicable Diseases: A Crisis in 

Slow Motionæ from March 8th-10th, 2019. 

Delegates attending will represent a variety 

of roles: WHO Member States (or countries), 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 

pharmaceutical companies and the media. 

Throughout this event, delegates will discuss, 

co-operate, and negotiate with other 

stakeholders in order to produce resolution 

papers that address the simulation theme. 

This simulation aims to address important 

questions across the weekend. Delegates 

can explore these questions over the course 

of the SheffWHO event, concluding with the 

development and approval of resolution 

papers with how to address this topic. 

Our aim is to transfer approved resolutions 

to WHO Headquarters to demonstrate the 

creative capacity of the next generation of 

global health leaders. 

(For more information about the WHO and 

WHA, visit: www.who.int/about) 
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Delegate Roles  

 
 

As part of the simulation, all participants are 

assigned to one of four delegate positions. This 

is designed to reflect the World Health Assembly, 
which is attended not only by WHO Member 

States, but also by a range of stakeholders. To 

ensure that you get the most out of the 

experience, it is important to review and 
familiarise yourself with the different roles. 

Regardless of the role that you have been 

assigned, all participants will gain a better 

understanding of the operation and policy-

making of the WHO. Critical thinking, problem-
solving and negotiation skills will be required for, 

and developed through all roles. There are four 

main roles: 

 

 
 
Member State Representatives (WHO 
Ambassadors) 

 

The role of a Member State (WHO Ambassador) 
is to represent your countryès interests 

throughout the simulation, especially during 

regional blocs and plenary. 

 
1. Member States collaborate with other Member 

States to form alliances and write collaborative 

resolution papers. 
 

2. You will negotiate with Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs) to obtain stamps of 
approval to gain more attention for your 

resolution paper. 
 

3.Member States collaborate with 

pharmaceutical companies in order to receive 

funding (stamp of approval) to implement the 
global health policies of your resolution paper. 

 

 

 

4. You will debate and defend specific global 

health issues in debate, in attempt to have 

your resolution paper adopted. 
 

Non-Governmental Organisation 
Representatives (NGOs) 
 

NGO Representatives represent the interests of 

their organisation and work with Member States 

(WHO Ambassadors) to approve draft 

resolutions. NGOs will be engaged by Media 
Representatives (Journalists) to help promote 

(or discourage) support for resolutions or policy 

position papers. 
 

1. NGOs discuss potential partnerships with 

regional blocs and can then provide three stamps 

of approval. 
 

2. You will then negotiate with Member States 
(WHO Ambassadors) to create policies that 

concern your goals in their draft resolution. You 

can leverage with your stamps of approval. 

 
Pharmaceutical Representatives 
 

Pharmaceutical companies are important in 

global health care as they manage, research and 

develop life-saving medications and vaccinations. 
 

1. Representatives collaborate with ambassadors 
to provide their (two) stamps of approval whilst 

advancing their companyès interests. 
 

2. You will influence draft resolutions to represent 
your objectives and leverage policies to protect 

your interests. 
 

Media Representatives (Journalists) 
 

The media will report the events throughout the 

simulations and shape delegateès global 

awareness. They work from different angles. 
 

1. You will move between different regional blocs 

and use diverse modes of communication. 
 

2. You will also interview delegates about 

different issues and recent developments. The 
media can also plant news stories and create 

rumours. 

Let us know if you have any further questions 
about your role! We will always be happy to clarify 
anything as needed
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Non-communicable di seases, often referred 

to a s Ƚlifestyle diseasesȾ are those which 

progress slowly over a long period of time 

and cannot be passed from one indi vidual 

to another like communicable diseases.  

They include cardiovascular disease, 

cancer, obesity, diabetes, mental  health 

illnesses, dementia, road traffic or v iolent 

injuries and respiratory di seases. 

What are   

NON-COMMUNICABLE 

DISEASES? 
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Commercial  
Determinants  
of Health 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether it is marketing fast food, sodas, alcohol or 

cigarettes, corporations use a number of strategies 

to endorse products and choices that are detrimental 

to health. These strategies are  known collectively as 

the commercial determinants of health  (CDH) (2) . 

The four main examples of CDH are:  

�x Marketing of unhealthy products to enhance 

their desirability and acceptability 

�x Lobbying to impede policy barriers like the 

introduction of a minimum drinking ages 

�x Using çcorporate social responsibilityè 

strategies to deflect attention and whitewash 

tarnished reputations  

�x Creating extensive supply chains, which 

amplify company influence around the globe 

(2) .   

 

Health, but at what cost?  
 

The sale of unhealthy products like cigarettes, 

alcohol, processed foods and beverages is a major 

contributor to the current NCD epidemic sweeping 

the globe. Not only that, but public health efforts to 

control businesses that promote unhealthy products 

face enormous opposition from large and powerful 

profit-driven corporations. WHO Director-General 

Margaret Chan recognized that, åefforts to prevent 

noncommunicable diseases go against the business 

interests of powerful economic operatorsæ (2). For 

context, the combined market capitalisation of the 

five largest tobacco corporations is more than 

US$400 billion and for the five largest beverage 

firms, $600 billion, the latter exceeding the GDP of 

all but the worldès 20 richest countries (1) .  

 

The annual profits of tobacco industry exceed US$35 

billion and in the USA alone, profits like these would 

not exist without the US$8.9 billion on marketing in 

2013 (1) . In contrast, the annual budget of WHO is 

approximately US$2.2 billion  (1) . Therefore, the 

profits at stake for companies may be immense, 

especially when compared to the available public 

budget to implement health protection and 

promotion policies (1) . 

 5 


